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Overview and Rationale
Journalism students need to understand the protection provided to student publications under the First Amendment. This lesson gives students information and insight into the freedom of expression of student publications.
Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· What rights are protected by the First Amendment for student publications? 

· Critical Engagement Questions 

· What rights does the First Amendment protect? 

· What U.S. Supreme Court cases have succeeded or failed in establishing new boundaries of freedom of expression?

· How do the cases affect the role of student publications in our community?

Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1 (One 50-minute class)
· First Amendment Relay Race.  Group students into teams of five.  Each team is given an envelope with the First Amendment cut into five sentences.  The team that puts the sentences in their correct order is the winner. 

· Display the First Amendment on the overhead projector or by PowerPoint presentation.  Define any unknown terms.  Break the amendment down into the five sections that Congress shall make no law over.  Check for comprehension before moving on to the quiz.

· First Amendment Protection? Quiz.  Students take the quiz individually in a set amount of time. Go over the truths or fallacies as a class.  

· Review Key Findings of the Knight Foundation’s pamphlet Future of the First Amendment – What America’s High School Students Think About Their Freedoms  
www.knightfdn.org


Activity 2 (One 50-minute classes)
· Read about U.S. Supreme Court cases that have pushed the boundaries of freedom of expression in the school environment: Tinker v. Des  Moines and Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier.

· Discuss the impacts of these court decisions on the current state of student publications and how that affects the student journalists today. Discuss scenarios where the newspaper may push the boundaries in your specific local community.

· Review worksheet: First Amendment Rights of Public High School Journalists

After Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier

Assessment (One 50-minute class)

Students break into small groups of 4-5 and develop strategies to avoid First Amendment entanglement before publication of the newspaper.  **How do we avoid breaking First Amendment rights protected to the individuals we feature in the articles?  Group secretaries will write their group’s policy on butcher paper and post on the classroom walls.  When all groups have reported, students will find consensus. The final policy on accuracy will be permanently posted in the classroom. Grading will be based on the quality of their statement, their ability to defend it, and their participation in class discussions throughout the unit. 

References 
· Student Press Law Center 
www.splc.org
· Goodman, Mark and Mike Hiestand.  The Starting Point: Young Journalists and the Law
Student Press Law Center:  Vienna, VA, 2003.
FIRST AMENDMENT PROTECTION? 

Directions:  Answer T for True or F for False for the following statements.

1.   ____  Flag burning is illegal.

2. _____  Government can restrict indecent material on the Internet.

3.  _____  Teen journalists bear the same legal responsibility for their work as any professional reporter or editor.

4. _____  Editors of high school newspapers can be sued for its content.

5. _____  School administrators may censor articles that make the school look bad to community residents.

6. _____  A person who has been libeled can sue for money damages to compensate for injury to character in any form of published communication.

7. _____  The name of a minor (anyone under the age of 18) can not be published without parental permission.

8. _____  There are limits in freedom of expression of student publications within the school environment.

9. _____  Public school officials cannot legally punish a reporter who writes about his or her school for the teen page of a local newspaper. 

10. _____  Photos and names of students appearing in articles must be deleted or changed when posting the newspaper of the Internet.

11. _____  Cigarette and alcohol companies may advertise in the school newspaper.

12. _____  A story should clearly state when names and other characteristics have been altered.

13. _____  Photographs that have been altered in Photoshop need to be identified as photo illustrations.

14. _____  Not citing the source where one has gathered his or her information for their article is legal.

15. _____  Student journalists can ignore copyright laws.

**Information obtained from The Starting Point: Young Journalists and the Law, distributed by the Student Press Law Center.

KEY:

1. T/F   Depends on the context in which the flag burning is done.  On private property, flag burning is illegal.

2. T/F   Depends on the nature of indecent material.  Child pornography is illegal.

3. T

4. T

5. F

6. T

7. T

8. T

9. T

10. ?  Depends on the school district.  Check your policy.

11.   F

12.   T

13.   T

14.   F

15.   F

